
February 2016: Sample of invitation to Parish Councils to participate in the Local Liaison 
Group – 10/02/16 

 
Dear Mrs Hartley 
 
We have been in touch with you previously about the emerging proposals for ‘Rail Central’.   
 
Further to this previous contact I wanted to get in touch with you about our proposals for a local 
liaison group – this will aim to provide a forum for discussing detailed issues relating to the proposals 
and provide an effective structure through which information about the emerging proposals can be 
shared. 
 
I have attached a letter for Blisworth and for Gayton Parish Council with more information regarding 
this. 
 
If you have any questions please call on 0845 543 8967. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Jamie 
 

Enc: PDF copy of invitation to participate in the Local Liaison Group 

 

 

March 2016: briefing note ahead of 16 March LLG workshop - 09/03/16 

Mark 
 
We have spoken about the upcoming Local Liaison Group (LLG) Workshop that we’re holding next 
week (Weds 16 March, from 9.30am, The Walnut Tree Inn) and you kindly replied to the invitation and 
let us know that Stop Rail Central will be represented at the meeting. 
 
Attached is a copy of a briefing note providing more detail on the session.  
 
It will start at 9.30am, follow an agenda as set out in the briefing note, and wrap up with a buffet lunch 
at 1pm for those that want to stay on for that. 
 
You mentioned you were coordinating who might attend – please can you let us know if it will be one 
or two people and let us have names for our attendance list?  If you can let us know if they intend to 
stay on for a bite of lunch, that will help us with the numbers. 
 
The briefing note explains what it is that we hope to cover in the session, how this forms part of the 
overall planning process, and where we are specifically looking for feedback and views from 
attendees that can help inform the way the designs are taken forward. 
 
This is part of our pre-application consultation (as defined by the NSIP planning process).  We are 
expecting to start the formal consultation from late April in line with agreeing a Statement of 
Community Consultation (SoCC) and with a view to public exhibitions starting in late April and running 
through May. 
 
More information will be covered at the Workshop. 
 
We look forward to confirmation of who will attend and do also get in touch if you have any other 
questions we can help you with ahead of the Workshop next week. 
 
It would be much appreciated if you could confirm by 5pm on Monday (14 March). 



 
All the best 
 
Ben 
 
On behalf of Rail Central 
 

Enc: LLG workshop briefing note for attendees 
 

 

 

March 2016: LLG workshop - 16/03/16 

 

 

April 2016: confirmation of consultation, the SoCC and dates for local exhibitions – 20/04/16 

 

Dear LLG members  
 
I am writing to update you on the progress of the Rail Central proposals and, specifically, to confirm 
details of the forthcoming consultation. 
 
You will recall that we set out our proposed approach to consultation in a draft Statement of 
Community Consultation (SoCC) in line with the requirements for Nationally Significant Infrastructure 
Projects (NSIPs) and informed by the local site context. 
 
The SoCC has now been reviewed and approved by the relevant local authorities (South 
Northamptonshire Council, Northampton Borough Council and Northamptonshire County Council) and 
it is therefore being published this week. 
 
The SoCC will appear on our website and be made available at a series of agreed locations including 
council offices and local libraries.  It also confirms the dates and venues for the public exhibitions 
which will start from 28 April and feature eight different dates across approximately three weeks.  We 
will be inviting feedback throughout the summer until 30 September 2016. 
 
As members of the Local Liaison Group (LLG), we wanted you to have this information promptly, 
following the completion of the SoCC review process with local authorities. 
 
Advertising for the consultation (including dates and locations of the public exhibitions) will start from 
tomorrow (21 April) in the Chronicle & Echo as well as the Herald & Post and continue over the 
coming days via the various methods set out in the SoCC, which include issuing letters to properties 
in Blisworth, Milton Malsor and Roade (consistent with the area to which copies of our ‘Introduction to 
Rail Central’ leaflet were issued in January). 
 
We intend to circulate details of the consultation information to LLG members via e-mail and ahead of 
the first public exhibition on 28 April.  We thought it might be useful for LLG members to receive 
advance copies including the exhibition panels which will be on display. 
 
When establishing the LLG, we said we would look to provide monthly updates/contact to coordinate 
information and keep people informed (doing so either in writing or via meetings when that offers the 
best opportunity to share information).   
 



This information (ie today’s update) and the advance copies of the consultation information represent 
the April updates following the LLG Workshop session for March (16 March).  We are considering 
hosting a discussion event for May’s update to supplement what members of the LLG will be able to 
see, discuss and comment upon at the public exhibitions.  We would welcome views from participants 
in the LLG as to whether this would be felt to be helpful.  If supported, the format would be likely to be 
an early evening meeting (eg 6.30-8.30pm) at a local venue and with the intention of discussing and 
clarifying (if needed) anything from the public exhibitions that might assist members of the LLG with 
their responses to the consultation. 
 
I hope you will be able to attend one of the exhibitions.  As always, please do not hesitate to contact 
us if you would like any further information or to clarify anything at this stage. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Ben Copithorne  
 
On behalf of Rail Central 
 
Enc: PDF copy of SoCC doc and Report to Inform the SoCC doc 
 

 

 

April 2016: advance copy of information for public exhibitions – 27/04/16 

 

Dear LLG members  
 
In our update from 20 April (with confirmation on the Statement of Community Consultation, SoCC), I 
said I would circulate advance details of the consultation information which will be published 
tomorrow. 
 
Please therefore find attached: 
 
- A PDF copy of the exhibition panels – these present an overview of the scheme and explain 

what is involved and how people can participate in the consultation 

 

- A PDF copy of the Non Technical Summary (NTS) document – this includes further information 

on the approach to developing the scheme and the application for a Development Consent Order 

(DCO) 

 

- A PDF showing the main scheme plans  

 

We hope you will find it helpful to receive this information in this way as members of the LLG. 
 
If you intend to visit the exhibition at the Walnut Tree Inn in Blisworth tomorrow (opening times 12pm-
8pm), we look forward to seeing you there. 
 
If not we look forward to being in touch again soon and, we hope, discussing things further with you 
during the exhibition period over the next three weeks. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Ben Copithorne  
 



On behalf of Rail Central 
 
Enc: PDF copies of exhibition panels, NTS doc and plans doc 
 

 

 

May 2016: invitation to 31 May meeting at The Walnut Tree Inn – 11/05/16 

 

Dear LLG members  
 
With our public exhibitions happening at the moment and our consultation information now available 
for review and feedback, I wanted to write with details of our proposed May LLG update meeting. 
 
When I wrote on 20 April with a copy of our Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC), I said we 
would look to arrange a meeting to supplement what members of the LLG will have seen during the 
public exhibitions and to provide an opportunity to discuss things further. 
 
We are therefore proposing to hold an update meeting on Tuesday 31 May (from 6.30pm until 
8.00pm) at The Walnut Tree Inn in Blisworth. 
 
Having had a number of discussions with attendees to the exhibitions so far, we wanted to include a 
specific item at the meeting on rail, rail freight and SRFI operations.  For that reason, Nick Gallop will 
be joining us to provide a brief presentation and answer questions, picking up in particular on a 
request to explain more about capacity, forecasting, and the role of Network Rail. 
 
Alongside that, we intend to cover general feedback from the exhibitions and provide some early 
assessment on the views and themes that are emerging from the consultation.  Importantly, we would 
also like to have the opportunity to clarify or discuss any questions that you might have as a result of 
the exhibitions and consultation to date. 
 
So the provisional agenda for the meeting is: 
 

1. Summary of public exhibitions – brief review of the themes emerging and more information on 

what happens next during the community (S47) consultation  

2. Rail and Rail Freight Insight – Nick Gallop presentation on rail, rail freight, capacity, SRFI 

operations and how Rail Central will work 

3. Our forward programme: update on surveys, masterplanning and technical studies and the 

sequence for additional information coming forward 

4. Q&A – views on content for the next LLG update  

As per the format of the first LLG meeting (also at The Walnut Tree Inn), it would be extremely helpful 
if you could let us know if you are able to attend (or who is able to attend to represent you). 
 
The meeting will start at 6.30pm and we would expect it to close no later than 8.00pm.  Tea and 
coffee will be served. 
 
If you have any questions, as always, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Ben Copithorne  
On behalf of Rail Central 
 

 



 

May 2016: reminder about 31 May meeting at The Walnut Tree Inn – 27/05/16 

Dear LLG members 
 
This is to confirm the meeting on Tuesday 31 May – starting at 6.30pm at The Walnut Tree Inn (as 
per the original invitation mail below). 
 
http://www.walnut-tree.co.uk/  
 
Thanks to those of you who have sent details/confirmation of attendance. 
 
For those that have not yet done so, it would be helpful if you could indicate whether you will be 
represented at the meeting. 
 
Attending will be Claire Cope, Nick Gallop and I. 
 
As per the provisional agenda, we will cover: 
 

1. Summary of public exhibitions and consultation to date – where we are now 

2. Next steps with consultation and overall technical work – what happens next 

3. Rail freight – a presentation by Nick to provide more insight into rail freight and SRFI 

operations  

At the meeting, we would also welcome suggestions for potential topics/themes for the next LLG 
meeting – and we are currently considering a focus on Highways & Roads. 
 
All the best and look forward to seeing those who will be coming at the meeting on Tuesday 
evening.  We will be in the main room as we were last time (Ellington Suite). 
 
Ben 
 

 

 

May 2016: meeting at The Walnut Tree Inn – 31/05/16 

 

 

June 2016: reminder about 31 May meeting at The Walnut Tree Inn – 30/06/16 

 

Dear LLG members 
 
It was good to see you at the Local Liaison Group (LLG) meeting on 31 May.  We discussed a 
number of issues and topic areas, many of which have fed into our ongoing work and into this latest 
LLG update. 
 
This month’s LLG update comes in the form of a written bulletin.  Please find attached a briefing note 
on the work that we have been carrying out over the last month, how things have progressed since 
the May LLG meeting, and what you can expect to see happening over the coming months.   
 
This latest update provides information on the ongoing transport, highways and access work; how the 
designs and plans are developing including an update on visualisations; and information on an 
adjusted timetable for the Phase Two consultation. 
 

http://www.walnut-tree.co.uk/


I hope you will find this useful and as always we are grateful for any feedback you may have. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Jamie 
On behalf of Rail Central 
 
Enc: LLG June update 20160630 
 

 

 

July 2016: including information on project progress and an invitation to 13 September 
meeting – 29/07/16 

 

Dear LLG members 
 
We last wrote on 30 June and this July update is to provide an overview of what has happened in the 
month and how the consultation and technical work for Rail Central is progressing. 
 
There are two specific aspects to this update: 
 
Firstly – and building on the information included in the June LLG update note – we are getting ready 
to issue a community update leaflet across the local area outlining the work that’s happening on the 
project and including more information on the consultation and specifically the new visualisations 
which we will be publishing in August. 
 
The leaflet gives people notice and confirmation on the upcoming publication of the new visualisations 
and information on how they will be made available as part of the consultation. 
 
This leaflet will be issued to the established distribution zone (as defined in the Statement of 
Community Consultation, SoCC) and therefore go via Royal Mail to properties across Blisworth, 
Milton Malsor and Roade. 
 
As LLG members, we wanted to share an advance copy with you both for your prior information and 
also so that you can share / forward within any of your websites and newsletters as 
appropriate.  Please see the PDF attached. 
 
The leaflet will be issued next week (w/c 1 August). 
 
Secondly, we would like to invite you to the next full meeting of the LLG at which we are proposing 
to discuss the technical work that has progressed since we last met at the end of May as well as talk 
through and get your views on the visualisations.  
 
The meeting will be held at The Walnut Tree Inn on Tuesday 13 September starting at 6.30pm. 
 
Members of our design and project team from across the various technical disciplines will be there to 
support what we hope will be a useful discussion and to answer questions. 
 
We would then welcome your feedback – and the meeting is intended to take place after the main 
summer holiday season and suitably before the 30 September deadline for Phase One consultation 
so that feedback can be provided. 
 
As part of the process of making the new visual material available, we will contact the LLG directly at 
the time when we are ready to publish – so you will receive notification from us directly which I hope 
will be useful. 
 



Thank you again for your involvement in the LLG and if you have any questions please don’t hesitate 
to get in touch by emailing railcentral@camargue.uk or calling us 0845 5438967. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Ben 
 
On behalf of Rail Central 
 
Enc: Community Update newsletter summer 2016 
 

 

August 2016: additional visualisations and updated plans - invitation to 13 September meeting 
– 24/08/16 

 

Dear LLG members 
 
We wanted to write with an update further to my e-mail of 29 July. 
 
In that, we reported how we are progressing work on new visualisations and plan material which is 
being published this month as part of the Phase One consultation. 
 
Please therefore see attached a PDF containing this information, which we hope you will find 
useful.  We are inviting feedback on this document before the end of the consultation period on 30 
September 2016. 
 
The document will be uploaded to our website within the next 24hrs (within the Project Library section 
where you can see all published consultation material). 
 
Members of the LLG may also receive additional notification letters directly from us in line with the 
requirements for consultation and as per the SoCC – hard copies of the document are being posted to 
parish councils and to SRC in tonight’s post. 
 
We look forward to welcoming those of you who would like to attend to the next full meeting of the 
LLG – that meeting will be held at The Walnut Tree Inn on Tuesday 13 September starting at 
6.30pm. 
 
If you have not replied to let us know if you will be attending, please can I ask you to RSVP by the 
end of Weds 7 September so that we can make the necessary arrangements. 
 
Publication of the new visualisations and plan material represents the August update as part of the 
monthly LLG programme. 
 
We will continue to make information available in line with our overall programme and as additional 
technical work is completed. 
 
We hope that you will find this useful and we look forward to hearing your feedback and to discussing 
it at the meeting on 13 September. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Ben 
 
On behalf of Rail Central 
 

Enc: Updated plans and visualisations for community consultation 

mailto:railcentral@camargue.uk


 

 

September 2016: proposed agenda for meeting on Tuesday 13 September at 6.30pm – 08/09/16 

 

Dear LLG members 
 
Ahead of next Tuesday’s LLG meeting (13 Sept, 6.30pm at the Walnut Tree Inn, Blisworth), we 
wanted to share the proposed agenda and to outline what we think it would be useful to cover in the 
session. 
 
Thank you to those of you have already confirmed attendance.  If you have not yet had the chance to 
do so, please let us know and that will help with the arrangements. 
 
We’re looking to talk through the work we have been doing over the summer and then spend the 
majority of the meeting discussing the updated plans and visualisations – explaining the work that has 
gone into them, hearing your views, and looking to cover these in some depth.  With that in mind, we 
have a team of our technical leads attending (on rail, road/highways and landscaping) and we hope it 
will be a useful update and discussion. 
 
We’ll be starting promptly at 6.30pm and would estimate that the meeting will close by 8.30pm 
(depending on how long people find it useful to spend on discussions).  Certainly our update and 
presentation (the first part of the meeting) is not expected to take more than 40-45 minutes). 
 
Do please let us know if you will be attending (if you haven’t already) and look forward to seeing those 
of you who are attending next Tuesday evening. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Ben 
 
On behalf of Rail Central 
 

Enc: Agenda for 13 Sept 2016 LLG 

 

 

September 2016: LLG meeting – 13/09/16 

 

 

September 2016: notes and summary of discussion of Tuesday 13 September meeting – 
21/09/16 

 

Dear All 
 
This is to provide a summary of the discussion and themes from last week’s LLG meeting. 
 
Thank you to those of you who came / were able to attend on the evening. 
 



A copy of the presentation is also being uploaded to the Rail Central website shortly and will be 
available via the Project Library page. 
 
We covered a wide range of themes in the meeting and this note aims to capture those and provide a 
summary – contributing to how we take forward our programme and our design and technical work, 
as well as explaining and responding to points made on the consultation process. 
 
At the meeting we confirmed that we have extended the deadline for providing feedback for the 
Phase One consultation by three weeks to the new date of Friday 21 October 2016. 
 
In terms of when the LLG meets again, we would anticipate it would be useful to do this once we have 
additional information from the new NCC highways model informing our approach and we will keep in 
contact to coordinate that. 
 
We will, of course, also maintain the regular monthly update process and our discussions in the 
established way. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Ben  
 

Enc: LLG 13 September 2016 summary note 

 

 

 

September 2016: Rail Central LLG – September – 30/09/16 

 

Dear All 
  
I wanted to write to keep you updated and as we reach the end of September. 
  
Our LLG meeting earlier this month (13 September) was main update for this month – the summary of 
the meeting was attached to my previous mail and the slides (for those who have not yet seen them 
and are interested) are available in the Project Library at 
http://www.railcentral.com/site/assets/files/1090/llg_13_september_presentation_final.pdf   
  
The deadline for receipt of feedback into the Phase One consultation is, as you know, the extended 
date of Friday 21 October. 
  
We will then collate all feedback from Phase One to inform the design process and evolution of the 
proposals ahead of bringing back updated information for the Phase Two consultation (targeted for 
Q1 next year and including a next stage of community consultation as we have described). 
  
We discussed the availability of the NCC highways model in the Sept LLG meeting and Craig 
Rawlinson (TPA) outlined how this would support more detailed assessments of the network.  We will 
update the LLG further as our work with NCC progresses. 
  
In terms of when it is sensible to schedule a next LLG meeting, we will review that in step with the 
availability of the highways model and look to schedule a next meeting when everyone’s time can be 
used to best effect. 
  
Kind regards 
  
Ben 

http://www.railcentral.com/site/assets/files/1090/llg_13_september_presentation_final.pdf


 

 

 

October 2016: Rail Central LLG – October update – 21/10/16 

 
Dear all 
 
The first phase of public consultation is closing at midnight tonight. In this email (our monthly update 
for October) we wanted to provide you with an update and to explain the next steps. 
 
So far we have received approximately 300 written feedback responses to this phase of consultation. 
This included feedback forms completed at the public exhibitions, letters, emails and online feedback 
response forms. I know many of you provided written feedback so thank you for taking the time to do 
this. 
 
All feedback is being logged and carefully reviewed and will contribute to the design and planning 
process. Individual comments are being considered and fed into the design process to ensure local 
views influence the evolution of the plans. The feedback (and the way we have had regard to it) will 
be detailed in the consultation report that will be submitted with the planning application (DCO 
application) to be submitted next year. 
 
In the meantime, we will be publishing a summary of the feedback and the Phase One consultation 
outcomes.  It is anticipated this will be ready before the end of the year and we will send you a copy of 
this at the time, as well as of course publishing it on the website and distributing it locally. Thereafter, 
we will announce details of the next round (Phase Two) of formal consultation, which is scheduled to 
take place in spring next year. The application is due to be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate 
next summer. 
 
Throughout the coming months, the Rail Central team will continue carrying out technical 
assessments. These include the Northamptonshire County Council highways (SATURN) model, 
which my colleague Craig Rawlinson explained at last month's presentation. Outcomes of these 
assessments will also feed into the design process, along with feedback from the recent community 
consultation. 
 
I hope this update is helpful. Thank you for your continued involvement in the LLG. If you have any 
questions please don't hesitate to get in touch by emailing railcentral@camargue.uk or by calling us 
on 0845 543 8967. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Ben 
 
On behalf of Rail Central 
 

 

 

November 2016: Rail Central LLG – November update – 28/11/16 

 

Dear all 
 
I wrote last on 21 October (the final day for the Phase One consultation) and this is to keep you 
updated as members of the LLG. 

mailto:railcentral@camargue.uk


 
Since the October update, work has been progressing with both technical studies/assessments as 
well as recording of Phase One feedback.  This is in line with our overall programme which will see us 
make a DCO submission next summer. 
 
Consultation (Phase One) & Feedback 
 
We have now recorded and are analysing all the feedback which we received during the Phase One 
(community) consultation. 
 
Throughout the consultation period we received approximately 300 pieces of feedback.  
 
The feedback received from individuals is being categorised by theme – this is an established 
approach for Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs).  By using a thematic analysis we 
are able to identify potential issues and concerns early on in the process and to have regard to them 
in terms of how we take forward scheme design and our proposals for mitigation. 
 
We will be producing a Community Update newsletter reporting on the consultation (and where we 
are in the overall programme) and this will be distributed to local properties next month and an 
advance version will be circulated to the LLG.  It will also be available on our website at 
www.railcentral.com and shared with local stakeholders. 
 
In the Community Update, we intend to provide an overview summary of feedback and a breakdown 
of the themes – the most prominent themes were highways (and concerns around the potential 
impact of Rail Central on the local roads and wider network), consultation (including in terms of the 
level of detail available) and the perceived environmental impact of the development (ie visual, noise, 
amenity). 
 
The feedback and points raised in Phase One feedback will be taken forward into the design review 
and design development process.  As we have discussed in previous LLG meetings, the combination 
of consultation feedback and ongoing technical work (and the outputs of that technical work) will 
shape the proposals as they are developed into more detail. 
 
We intend to carry out our Phase Two consultation next Spring which will include additional 
community consultation – there will be public exhibitions in local venues and we will make a 
comprehensive and updated package of information available for review and feedback.  This will 
include full scheme details and a draft Environmental Statement in accordance with PINS Guidance. 
 
We would be interested in any views or recommendations from the LLG with regard to deposit 
locations – ie the places where we can have copies of consultation information available over and 
above the planned public exhibitions and what is available to view on the website.  In Phase One, we 
used local council offices and libraries.  If LLG members would like to suggest any locations (eg 
village halls, parish facilities etc) where it would be possible to leave copies of consultation materials 
(for viewing digitally and/or hard copy), we would be pleased to receive suggestions. 
 
In addition to further community consultation in Phase Two, we will be consulting with statutory bodies 
and persons with interest in land (as prescribed by the NSIP process).  We will also publicise the 
plans to raise awareness of them more widely, as is also prescribed in the NSIP process. 
 
Details for Phase Two consultation are due to be announced early in 2017 and we would want to brief 
the LLG as part of the preparations for Phase Two.  On the current programme, we anticipate that 
public exhibitions would take place around April. 
 
Technical work 
 
As noted above, technical work is progressing across all of the areas and disciplines required to 
develop what will be a draft Environmental Statement (ES).  This will form the basis for the Phase 
Two consultation. 
 

http://www.railcentral.com/


We have discussed highways (and traffic) as a key issue previously and it was one of the most 
consistently raised themes during Phase One. 
 
Our highways team is actively engaged with Northamptonshire County Council (NCC) with regard to 
use of and modelling through its new SATURN model and as Craig Rawlinson (our highways lead) 
covered in the 13 September LLG, the ability to run data through the new model over the coming 
period will inform our approach to highways and junction design (as well as mitigation) so that we can 
demonstrate a suitable and effective overall solution. 
 
We intend to update the LLG as this highways work and modelling progresses – and remain 
committed to running a highways & transport focused LLG meeting when the modelling has 
progressed to a stage when we can discuss that in suitable detail with you and in the way that LLG 
members have expressed an interest in doing. 
 
Thank you for your continued involvement in the LLG and we will be in touch again shortly, sharing an 
advance copy of the next Community Update newsletter.  
 
If you have any questions please don't hesitate to get in touch by emailing railcentral@camargue.uk 
or by calling us on 0845 543 8967. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Ben 
 
On behalf of Rail Central 
 
T: 0845 5438967 
 
 
 

 
 
December 2016: Rail Central LLG - advance copy of Community Update leaflet - as per 
November update 08/12/16 
 
 
 Dear All 

 
I mentioned in the November update (28 November), that we would be issuing the next in our series 
of information leaflets in December. 
 
Please see attached an advance copy of the Winter 16/17 Community Update. 
 
This is being sent to properties across the established distribution area (ie the approx 2,500 
addresses in Blisworth, Milton Malsor and Roade) and is expected to arrive on Saturday via Royal 
Mail. 
 
It will also be uploaded and available via www.railcentral.com from Monday. 
 
As with previous editions, we wanted you to have an advance copy as members of the LLG. 
 
The leaflet focuses on where we are in the programme, the main themes in terms of feedback in 
Phase One, and how we will take those forward into Phase Two consultation next year. 
 
All the best 
 
Ben 
 
On behalf of Rail Central 

mailto:railcentral@camargue.uk
http://www.railcentral.com/


 
 
Enc: Community Update newsletter Dec 2016 
 
 
 

 
 
January 2017: January update and invitation to highways-focused meeting on Weds 22 March 
– 27/01/17 
 
 
Dear all 
  
I am writing with the January LLG update and to invite you to the next planned meeting for the LLG on 
Wednesday 22 March (6.30pm, Walnut Tree Inn, Blisworth). 
  
In December, we provided an update in the form of our Community Update newsletter, reporting on 
feedback from the Phase One consultation and identifying the main themes which people had 
identified and commented on.  That newsletter included wider information about the ongoing nature of 
our technical work and studies. 
  
General progress  
  
We continue to develop that technical material in line with our overall programme and so that we can 
develop a more detailed draft Environmental Statement (ES).  This ES will form the basis of our 
material for consultation in Phase Two. 
  
Since our last update, we have progressed development of our technical information across all of the 
main areas – this includes: highways (on which more below), land surveys including environmental 
and ecology, landscaping (specifically with reference to screening and visual impact/aspect), 
economics (including labour market and economic benefit/impact) and operational layout linked to rail 
and road connections, layouts and integration. 
  
We have also reviewed the consultation results from Phase One – assessed by themes that 
respondents identified – and this has helped to inform the design review and design development 
process. 
  
The masterplan of the site is therefore evolving in line with the process we have discussed in previous 
LLG correspondence – and the material presented for the Phase Two consultation will demonstrate 
how things are changing and areas which have been refined or adjusted in line with feedback as well 
as the more detailed technical information which we now have. 
  
Highways – update and next meeting of the LLG  
  
We have talked at the LLG about the significance of highways and, at the September meeting, we 
confirmed that we would convene the next meeting when we had completed further work and testing 
using the new Northamptonshire County Council (NCC) highways model. 
  
Our transport consultants have been working very closely with NCC and are now running the model in 
order to understand the potential impacts and flows that would result.  Seeing how the traffic would 
move on the network informs how we design for any improvements or mitigation, as Craig Rawlinson 
explained at the September meeting. 
  
We would therefore like to invite you to attend the next meeting of the LLG on Wednesday 22 
March (6.30pm, Walnut Tree Inn, Blisworth).  As previously, the meeting is expected to close by 
8.00pm and we will start promptly at 6.30pm. 
  



The focus for the meeting will be a briefing on our work on modelling and an update from Craig and 
his team, followed by discussion of the potential design solutions (including our approach to Junction 
15A, connections with the A43 and so on). 
  
If you are able to join us at the LLG, please can you let me know (please confirm by Friday 10 March). 
  
Timetable 
  
In terms of our programme for the Phase Two consultation, owing to the fact that the new NCC 
highways model has taken more time to become available than was anticipated, we are now 
expecting to carry out Phase Two consultation during the summer (previously we had this scheduled 
for the spring).  This would mean the additional public consultation (including local public exhibitions) 
taking place in June (instead of April). 
  
We are reviewing the Phase Two consultation timetable in sync with the development of this 
important highways work and our overall draft ES.  As we have always said, we intend to consult in 
Phase Two when we have comprehensive information and data so that the consultation can be as 
effective as possible. 
  
We will confirm the updated timetable over the next few weeks and then publicise the exhibitions – 
and all of the related information for Phase Two – later this spring. 
  
We hope to see you at the LLG meeting in March and would be grateful if you could let us know if you 
are able to attend. 
  
Kind regards 
  
Ben 
  
On behalf of Rail Central  
 
 
 

 
 
February 2017: February update - including re-schedule of highways-focused meeting to Weds 
24 May – 24/02/17 

Dear All 

I am writing with the February update for the LLG.  I also wanted to let you know about a change to 
the proposed date for the next LLG meeting – we will be re-scheduling the proposed meeting on 
Wednesday 22 March to a new date of Wednesday 24 May (more details below). 

Highways modelling and progress of highways technical work  

As we have discussed previously, the highways model will be a critical part of the overall development 
of the Rail Central proposals.  LLG members have highlighted their interest in understanding the 
impacts of Rail Central on the local and wider road network and ‘traffic’ was one of the most regularly 
raised themes during our Phase One consultation during 2016. 

In line with previous updates, the approach we are taking is to use the brand new Northamptonshire 
County Council (NCC) model.  This will have a number of advantages not least in terms of ensuring 
that the modelling of Rail Central-related vehicles is mapped onto an up-to-date and accurate overall 
county-wide model which itself includes all of the latest development (plus consented and known 
development that is coming forward). 

While progress is being made by NCC with the new model meaning that we will shortly be able to use 
it effectively, there have also been some delays.   



Although created by third parties and outside of our control, the result for Rail Central is that our 
programme has been delayed as we wait for a fully accurate and validated model to be available.   

New date for LLG meeting – moved to May 

This is the reason we are re-scheduling the proposed highways-focused meeting of the LLG from 
Wednesday 22 March to a new date of Wednesday 24 May.  The timing and venue remain the same 
– 6.30 until 8.00pm at The Walnut Tree Inn, Blisworth. 

Thank you to those of you who replied to my previous mail (the January LLG update) and I would be 
grateful if LLG participants could let us know if they will be attending the meeting on the new 24 May 
date. 

Please can you let us know by Wednesday 17 May so that we can confirm the arrangements with the 
venue.  For absolute clarity, there is now no LLG meeting on 22 March and we will provide a written 
update in March to keep LLG members informed. 

Overall timetable and Phase Two consultation 

In line with the need to wait longer than anticipated for the NCC highways model to be ready for us to 
use, we are adjusting the overall timetable which includes the timetable for the Phase Two 
consultation. 

In January, we advised that we were expecting to carry out the Phase Two consultation (including the 
local public exhibitions) during the summer with the target for the local exhibitions being June.  In line 
with the adjusted timetable for highways modelling, we are now anticipating that the local exhibitions 
will take place in early September.  This also deliberately avoids the July/August holiday season.  

We will confirm the specific timings as soon as we have completed the highways modelling which, for 
the reasons explained above, defines the overall timetable. 

We have always acknowledged the importance of the highways model and the value of working from 
the new and therefore fully up-to-date version.  While we appreciate that changes in the timetable 
might be frustrating, we are confident that waiting to have the new model and the benefits of accurate 
and robust data as a result outweigh any arguments for pressing ahead without such a 
comprehensive highways model in place. 

We hope to see you at the LLG meeting on 24 May and would be grateful if you could let us know if 
you are able to attend. 

Kind regards 

Ben 

On behalf of Rail Central 

 
 

 
 
April 2017: advance copy of Spring 2017 community update newsletter and reminder of Weds 
24 May meeting – 18/04/17 
 
 
Dear All 

 



I’m writing to keep you informed on progress with Rail Central and specifically to cover two items – 
the latest community update newsletter and the next meeting of the LLG on Weds 24 May. 

 

1. Community Update Newsletter (Spring 2017) – please see attached an advance copy of the 
latest newsletter to keep you and the local community informed.  This covers progress with the 
overall programme for Rail Central across design and technical work and, specifically, it confirms 
how the Phase Two consultation is now scheduled to run from September.  This was confirmed to 
the LLG previously and is now being made available more widely and directly through the 
newsletter (which, as you may remember, goes to approx 2,500 Royal Mail registered addresses 
across Blisworth, Milton Malsor and Roade).  As is now standard practice, we wanted you as 
members of the LLG to have the newsletter before it arrives on doorsteps.  That is scheduled to 
happen within the next 48 hrs.  The newsletter will also then be made available on the website. 
 

2. Next meeting of the LLG on Weds 24 May – this meeting will focus on highways matters and be 
led by TPA, Rail Central’s highways consultant.  As referred to in the newsletter, there has been a 
good deal of focus on technical highways work in recent weeks and the LLG will provide a forum 
for updating on that and discussing it further.  A reminder that the meeting is scheduled to run 
from 6.30 until 8.00pm at The Walnut Tree Inn, Blisworth (Weds 24 May).  If you have not 
already RSVP-ed, please can you do so by 6pm on Weds 17 May so that we can make suitable 
preparations. 

Kind regards 

Ben 

On behalf of Rail Central 

 
Enc: Rail Central Spring 2017 Community Newsletter 
 
 

 
May 2017: reminder of highways-focused meeting on Weds 24 May - please confirm if 
intending to attend– 15/05/17 
 

Dear All 

The next meeting of the Local Liaison Group (LLG) is scheduled for Wednesday 24 May – starting at 
6.30pm at the Walnut Tree Inn, Blisworth. 

This will focus on Highways modelling and the progress of highways technical work.  

Rail Central highways consultant TPA will lead the session and we will provide an update across this 
discipline in line with the interest previously expressed in taking a closer look at the topic. 

We intend to issue an agenda later this week to help LLG attendees understand what we will cover in 
the session and the format for the meeting. 

If you have not already replied to let us know on attendance, we would be grateful for confirmation by 
the end of Weds 17 May.   

The subsequent proposed meeting for the LLG is suggested as a similar technical update session 
focusing on Rail – we would welcome attendees’ feedback on this proposal with a view to setting a 
date for this to happen in June/July.  



Kind regards 

Ben 

On behalf of Rail Central 

 
 

 
May 2017: LLG - highways-focused meeting on Weds 24 May – agenda – 19/05/17 
 
Dear All 
 
Ahead of next Wednesday’s LLG meeting (6.30pm at the Walnut Tree Inn, Blisworth), please see the 
agenda attached. 
 
We look forward to seeing those who have kindly confirmed that they will be attending. 
 
If you have not confirmed but would like to attend, do please let us know no later than mid-day on 
Monday (22 May). 
 
Kind regards 
 
Ben 
 
On behalf of Rail Central 
 
 
Enc: Agenda for 24 May 2017 
 
 

 
 
May 2017: LLG meeting on highways – 24/05/17 
 
 
 

 
 
June 2017: summary note of May meeting and date for next meeting Tuesday 18 July – 
06/06/17 
 
 
Dear All 
 
Further to the recent LLG meeting focused on Highways (24 May), please see attached a summary 
note of the meeting. 
 
The presentation given by TPA was uploaded to the website on 25 May and can be seen in the 
Project Library section 
-  http://www.railcentral.com/site/assets/files/1100/llg_meeting_highways_24_may_2017.pdf  
 
I can also confirm that the next meeting for the LLG will take place on Tuesday 18 July at 6.30pm, 
again at The Walnut Tree Inn. 
 
That session will focus on Rail and involve an update from Nick Gallop. 
 

http://www.railcentral.com/site/assets/files/1100/llg_meeting_highways_24_may_2017.pdf


The main topic for discussion will therefore be rail and Nick will talk through aspects of rail design, 
connections and proposed operations.  We will also provide an update on programme and our work 
towards Phase Two consultation. 
 
If you would like to attend that session, please can you RSVP by end of 11 July.  As a reminder, 
parish councils and organisations attending are invited to be represented by 2-3 people. 
 
Kind regards and look forward to seeing you on 18 July. 
 
Ben 
 
On behalf of Rail Central 
 
 
Enc: LLG No 4 summary note issued 20170606 
 
 
 

 
 
June 2017: update and reminder of date for next meeting - Tuesday 18 July - adjusted notes of 
May meeting – 30/06/17 
 
Dear All 
 
This is a reminder of the next meeting of the LLG which will take place on Tuesday 18 July – the 
meeting will start at 6.30pm at The Walnut Tree Inn and the main focus will be Rail. 
 
Nick Gallop, rail consultant to Rail Central, will provide an update including: 
 

•         Evolution of rail freight – how the market is responding to business, consumers and public policy 

•         Rail freight and the role of Strategic Rail Freight Interchanges (SRFI) – catalysts to rail freight 
growth 

•         Rail Central as a national hub for rail services and facilities – site location and masterplan 
development 

•         Main line access – how Rail Central would connect into the network and the working timetable 

•         Working with Network Rail – refining the scheme through Network Rail’s “GRIP” process 

•         What happens next – progressing towards the DCO submission 
 
Similar to the 24 May session which took Highways as its main focus, Nick will provide a briefing and 
overview, setting out what we hope will be a useful insight and update for LLG attendees.  His 
presentation is expected to take approximately 40 minutes. 
 
There will then be discussion and questions – and following the trial of a different format at the May 
LLG meeting, we will revert to discussion in the round. 
 
The intention is for Nick to provide the briefing and then, immediately following that, the meeting will 
move to questions and discussions of the points raised – for the smooth running of the session and so 
that it can be effective, the Q&A will follow the presentation.  
 
We would expect to conclude the meeting around 8pm. 
 
In addition to setting out the details for the 18 July meeting, this update is also to provide information 
on other aspects of how the proposals for Rail Central are moving forward. 
 
Phase Two Consultation 
 
We are scoping the details for our Phase Two consultation at the moment and, as part of that, 
consulting on an adjusted Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) which takes into account the 



fact that we have added a second round of public (S47) consultation within Phase Two and in 
response to feedback at Phase One. 
 
This draft SoCC is currently being reviewed by South Northamptonshire Council, Northampton 
Borough Council and Northamptonshire County Council in line with the prescribed process for NSIP 
projects. 
 
The intention, as reported to the LLG last month, is that public exhibitions will be held from mid-
September in a series of local venues.  These will provide information on the scheme and the 
opportunity for people to submit feedback within Phase Two. 
 
Please be aware that although exhibition dates are set out in the draft SoCC (between 15 and 23 
September), these are not confirmed and therefore remain subject to potential change in line with any 
feedback from SoCC consultees.  I make this point for clarity and on the basis that there has been 
some reporting of new dates being ‘announced’ which is not the case.  Upon completion of the formal 
review of the SoCC by the local authorities, we will formally publish the SoCC and, as we do that, 
confirm the exhibition dates and venues.   
 
We hope that members of the LLG will want to attend the exhibitions and participate in Phase Two – 
and we look forward to confirming the specific details through the publication of the SoCC (which we 
would expect to be in August).  We will write to the LLG immediately prior to publication of the SoCC 
with an advance copy of the SoCC and to confirm those exhibition dates and details. 
 
Technical work 
 
Alongside the work on Rail which Nick will cover at the meeting on 18 July, technical work continues 
across the project as we develop the detail for Phase Two consultation.  Across landscaping, building 
design, highways, ecology and the spectrum of professional disciplines that all feed into scheme 
design, we are making good progress. 
 
The results of this work will form the material presented for Phase Two consultation. 
 
Next LLG 
 
Subject to any feedback from LLG attendees, the intention is that the next meeting of the LLG will 
take place in early September as a preview for the information that will be published for Phase Two 
consultation.  Date and further information TBC. 
 
Note of May LLG 
 
Based on feedback, the summary note of the May LLG has been amended in respect of the points 
relating to the proposed highways enhancements proposals for Milton Malsor.  I attach an updated 
summary note with the amended section marked.  This note supersedes the version previously 
circulated (ie my e-mail of 6 June and attachment). 
 
If you are able to attend the 18 July LLG meeting, we would be grateful if you could let us know 
and RSVP by end of 11 July.  As a reminder, parish councils and organisations attending are invited 
to be represented by 2-3 people.  
 
Kind regards 
 
Ben 
 
On behalf of Rail Central  
 
 
Enc: LLG No 4 summary note issued 20170606 updated BS 
 
 
 



 
 
July 2017: next meeting on Tuesday 18 July at 6.30pm at The Walnut Tree – 14/07/17 
 
 
Dear All 
 
We look forward to seeing those of you who would like to come at the upcoming meeting of the LLG. 
 
As a reminder, this is taking place on Tuesday 18 July starting at 6.30pm at The Walnut Tree Inn, 
Blisworth. 
 
It will focus on Rail and include a presentation from Nick Gallop. 
 
If you have not yet RSVP-ed to confirm you will be attending, please do. 
 
Please also let us know the names of the 2-3 people who will be representing your parish council or 
organisation to help with the logistics. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Ben 
 
On behalf of Rail Central  
 
 
 

 
 
July 2017: LLG meeting on rail at The Walnut Tree – 18/07/17 
 
 

 
 
July 2017: summary note of 18 July meeting on Rail – 21/07/17 
 
 
Dear All 
 
This is to follow this week’s LLG meeting at which we discussed rail (Tuesday 18 July). 
 
Thank you to those of you who were able to attend.  The presentation is available to view on the Rail 
Central website here 
 
Attached is a summary note of the discussion. 
 
We are currently working on preparations for the Phase Two consultation and, as I mentioned at the 
start of the meeting, completing our consultation on our proposed Statement of Community 
Consultation (SoCC) document to support Phase Two. 
 
As we move forward within that process, we will then confirm and publish dates for Phase Two. 
 
We will be looking to hold a meeting in advance of Phase Two with the LLG. 
 
We will be in touch again shortly to keep LLG attendees informed and as we work towards Phase 
Two consultation. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Ben 

http://www.railcentral.com/site/assets/files/1101/rail_central_llg_presentation_180717_for_website.pdf


 
On behalf of Rail Central 
 
 
Enc: LLG No 5 summary note issued 20170721 
 
 

 
 
August 2017: update and revision to Phase Two consultation timetable – 11/08/17 
 
 
Dear All 
 
I’m writing to let you know of a revision to our timetable on Rail Central and specifically with regard to 
Phase Two consultation. 
 
Please see the attached letter. 
 
We’ll continue to keep you updated and I look forward to speaking to you again soon. 
 
We are updating you as LLG attendees and to advise you on this change.   
 
Updates to our website will follow shortly. 

 
Kind regards 
 
Ben 
 
On behalf of Rail Central 
 
 
Enc: 11082017 Consultation update letter – for LLG members 
 
 

 
 
September 2017: September update and advance copy of latest community update newsletter 
– 27/09/17 
 
Dear All 
 
I’m writing with an advance copy of our latest community update newsletter, providing you as 
participants in the LLG with sight of it before it is delivered to local homes at the end of this 
week.  Please see attached. 
 
In the newsletter, we provide more information on the progress and status of our technical work and 
surveys, what you can expect to happen next on consultation, and information to keep you informed 
on the proposals in general. 
 
As noted in our August update email, progress on our highways work will be key to determining next 
steps and the timetable for formal Phase Two consultation.  We are deliberately working with the 
latest highways information from Northamptonshire County Council and with Highways England to 
make sure that our designs are informed by the very latest and most up-to-date data. 
 
We will continue to keep you informed and will update in more detail on the Phase Two consultation 
timetable as soon as we are in a position to do so. 
 
The newsletter will also be available on the Rail Central website from Friday (29 Sept) on the Project 
Library page - http://www.railcentral.com/project-library/  

http://www.railcentral.com/project-library/


 
Kind regards 
 
Ben 
 
On behalf of Rail Central 
 
 
Enc: Rail Central Autumn 2017 Community Newsletter 
 
 
 

 
October 2017: October update – 31/10/17 
 
 
Dear all 
 
I am writing to keep you informed on progress with Rail Central as part of our regular updates for 
participants in the LLG. 
 
We are continuing to progress and finalise our survey works to ensure a detailed and robust set of 
information on which to consult at Phase 2.  We expect to complete the majority of these technical 
assessments in the coming weeks. We have been investing considerable time to complete these 
surveys thoroughly and to ensure that we have up-to-date and comprehensive information for our 
Preliminary Environmental Information (PEI).  This includes detailed surveys of the ground, habitat 
and archaeology and we will update you further on progress next month.  
 
On Highways, we are moving forward with Highways England and Northamptonshire County Council 
so that we can agree a suitable and effective package for highways design and mitigation.  This 
involves looking closely at Junction 15A on the M1 and, over the last month, this has been a major 
focus for us. 
 
As covered in our Autumn newsletter (issued last month), we will be consulting once our detailed 
surveys and technical assessments are fully complete, and expect to undertake Phase Two 
Consultation in early 2018.  
 
In the meantime we will continue consultation on an informal basis and keep you updated on progress 
of surveys and assessments and details of Phase Two consultation. 
 
If you have any questions please get in touch by emailing railcentral@camargue.uk or by calling 0845 
543 8967. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Ben 
 
On behalf of Rail Central 
 
 

 
 
November 2017: November update – 30/11/17 
 
 
Dear all 
  
This is to provide the November update to participants in the Rail Central LLG and keep you informed. 
  

mailto:railcentral@camargue.uk


We continue to progress our technical work and develop further detail on our proposals so that we 
can carry out Phase Two consultation and then proceed to submission of an application for a 
Development Consent Order (DCO). 
  
Much of the work is now completed or at an advanced stage.  As reported in the October update, 
Highways forms an important part of the overall package of information we are developing and we 
anticipate moving forward from our discussions with Highways England and Northamptonshire County 
Council so that all of the relevant information can be assembled for consultation.  As you will be 
aware, we are looking at both the main site and at J15A of the M1 as we bring together the 
information that will form the Preliminary Environmental Information (PEI) for consultation.    
  
We continue to anticipate carrying out Phase Two Consultation in early 2018.  
  
Once we have completed the work required to enable us to proceed to Phase Two consultation, we 
will update the LLG and, in addition, advertise details on the consultation extensively. 
  
If you have any questions please get in touch by emailing railcentral@camargue.uk or by calling 0845 
543 8967. 
  
Kind regards 
  
Ben 
  
On behalf of Rail Central 
 
 

 
 
December 2017: December update – 29/12/17 
 
Dear all 
  
I am writing to keep you informed on progress with Rail Central as part of our regular updates for 
participants in the LLG. 
  
We are continuing to make progress on our technical work so that we can provide robust and detailed 
information on which to consult at Phase Two consultation.  Most of the work required for us to 
proceed to consultation has now been completed, with the remainder at a very advanced stage. 
  
As covered in our November update we expect to undertake Phase Two consultation in the early part 
of next year.  As the majority of survey work is now complete, we have started to make arrangements 
to begin the consultation in mid-March. 
  
We will be in touch in the new year to update the LLG further on arrangements for the consultation 
and provide details about the various methods through which you can respond.  We will also provide 
further details about the public exhibitions after these have been finalised and will advertise the 
consultation extensively. 
  
If you have any questions in the meantime, please get in touch by 
emailing railcentral@camargue.uk or by calling 0845 543 8967. 
  
Kind regards 
  
Will 
  
On behalf of Rail Central 
  
 

 

mailto:railcentral@camargue.uk
mailto:railcentral@camargue.uk


 
January 2018: January update – 31/01/18 
 
 
Good afternoon all 
 
I am writing to inform you of the latest progress for Rail Central as part of our regular updates to you 
as LLG participants.  
 
Phase Two Consultation  
 
When we updated you in December we said that we were planning to hold Phase Two consultation in 
March this year and were making arrangements to do that.  We said that the majority of our technical 
work and surveys were complete, with the remainder at a very advanced stage.  We’re progressing 
this work and are making arrangements for Phase Two consultation. 
 
We have provisionally scheduled to hold Phase Two consultation from Thursday 15 March to Monday 
23 April 2018.  These dates are draft and indicative only, and will be confirmed and announced in 
due course.   
 
We will advertise details of the consultation extensively and we’ll keep you informed through the LLG.  
 
Next date for LLG meeting  
 
In addition we wanted to let you know about the next planned LLG meeting.  We intend to hold an 
LLG session in early March to talk through Phase Two consultation and what’s involved.   
 
This is anticipated to take place on Thursday 8 March at 6.30pm – 8pm so please hold this date.   
 
We will confirm details of the meeting and a full agenda shortly. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Will 
 
On behalf of Rail Central 
 
 
 

 
 
February 2018: confirming next meeting - Thursday 8 March at 6.30pm – 16/02/18 
 
 
Dear All 

 
This is to follow on from our January update and confirm that the next meeting for the LLG will take 
place on Thursday 8 March at 6.30pm – 8pm (at the Walnut Tree Inn, Blisworth, NN7 3DS). 
 
The focus for the meeting will be to explain what’s involved in the Phase Two consultation and how 
that will happen, to provide an update on our technical work and scheme design development, and to 
discuss questions in the usual way. 
 
I intend to circulate an agenda ahead of the meeting – this will be issued by Thursday 1 March. 
 
Please also RSVP by the end of Thursday 1 March to let us know if you / representatives from your 
parish council or organisation would like to attend so that we can arrange logistics with the 
venue.  Please let us know the names for up to three representatives should you like to attend. 
 



As a reminder, the LLG is a forum for attendance by invitation only – for local parishes, organisations 
by agreement (such as Stop Rail Central) and elected representatives (eg SNC). 
 
Tea & coffee will be provided in the established way. 
 
I look forward to seeing you or colleagues who are able to attend on 8 March. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Ben 
 
On behalf of Rail Central  
 
 
 

 
 
March 2018: LLG meeting on Thurs 8 March - agenda and information on Phase Two 
consultation– 01/03/18 
 
Dear All 
 
I wrote on 16 February to confirm the next meeting for the Local Liaison Group (LLG) will take place 
on Thursday 8 March at 6.30pm – 8pm (at the Walnut Tree Inn, Blisworth, NN7 3DS). 
 
Thank you to those who have advised they will be attending.  Please RSVP by the end of today (1 
March) if you would like to attend and to help us with logistics with the venue. 
 
I mentioned that the focus for the meeting will be to explain what’s involved in the Phase Two 
consultation and how that will happen, to provide an update on our technical work and scheme design 
development, and to discuss questions in the usual way.  I therefore attach an agenda to provide 
more detail on what we intend to cover and outline the structure for the session. 
 
On Friday 23 February, I also wrote to let you know that Ashfield Land and Gazeley have formed a 
strategic partnership to take Rail Central forward.  As you will note from the agenda, representatives 
from Gazeley will be joining the session. 
 
I can confirm the dates and details for the Phase Two consultation – having advised previously on the 
draft dates, we are now confirming those (today) as we publish a revised Statement of Community 
Consultation (SoCC). 
 
I also attach a copy of our latest Community Update Newsletter which is being posted to properties 
across the consultation area and which I wanted to share with you directly.  This includes details for 
the Phase Two consultation and the public exhibitions.  It advertises these exhibitions and how people 
can find out more about and take part.  Similarly, I have attached a copy of an advertisement which 
will be running in local and wider press. 
 
Please also refer to the Project Library page on our website for further details - 
http://www.railcentral.com/project-library/  
 
Kind regards 
 
Ben 
 
On behalf of Rail Central  
 
 
Enc: Agenda for 8 March 2018 LLG ; Rail Central Spring newsletter ; Rail Central Section 47 ad 
 
 

http://www.railcentral.com/project-library/


 
 
March 2018: LLG meeting on Phase Two consultation – 08/03/18 
 
 

 
 
March 2018: LLG meeting Thurs 8 March - summary note and reminder of Phase Two 
consultation – 14/03/18 
 
 
Dear All 
  
Further to the LLG meeting which took place on Thursday 8 March, please see attached a summary 
note of the meeting. 
  
The presentation used in the meeting is now also published in the Project Library on our website – 
www.railcentral.com  
  
Phase Two consultation starts tomorrow (Thursday 15 March) as discussed in the meeting and as 
widely publicised. 
  
For those intending to visit any of the six public exhibitions over the next fortnight, we look forward to 
seeing you there. 
  
More information on the Phase Two consultation is also available on the website. 
  
We will continue to keep you updated and, as always, if you have any questions or would like any 
additional information, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
  
Kind regards 
  
Ben 
 
On behalf of Rail Central 
 
 
Enc: LLG No 6 summary note issued 20180314 
 
 
 

 
 
March 2018: March update and Phase Two consultation – 29/03/18 
 
 
Dear All 
 
Further to the LLG meeting on 8 March and the six public exhibitions held locally this month, I’m 
writing to ensure everyone is aware of the Phase Two schedule. 
 
The Phase Two consultation began on 15 March and will run until 23 April. 
 
It was good to see you and representatives from your organisations at the public exhibitions – to 
those who came, thank you for taking part and we welcomed the discussions and look forward to any 
written feedback you may wish to submit, as we would welcome feedback from all participants in the 
LLG. 
 
As a reminder, the Phase Two consultation material is available here 
http://www.railcentral.com/project-library/phase-two-consultation/  

http://www.railcentral.com/
http://www.railcentral.com/project-library/phase-two-consultation/


 
We will write again in April with a further update and will be running various communications to 
sustain awareness of the Phase Two consultation and encourage people to ensure they participate in 
the consultation ahead of the end of 23 April, if they wish to engage at this pre-application stage and 
contribute feedback that can be considered and, where appropriate, taken into the design review 
process. 
 
As always, if you would like any additional information, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
 
Ben 
 
On behalf of Rail Central  
 

 

 
 
April 2018: April update and end of Phase Two consultation – 27/04/18 
 
 
Dear All  
 
This is to provide an April update for you as participants in the LLG.  
 
With the recent series of public exhibitions and the wider activity in the Phase Two consultation 
completed, we closed the Phase Two consultation period on 23 April. 
 
Thank you to those of you who came to the exhibitions, participated in the consultation, or assisted in 
sharing information about the consultation.  Approximately 620 people attended the exhibitions across 
the six events.  We have received more than 100 consultation feedback responses, including from 
stakeholders, local authorities, parish councils, landowners, local residents and others. 
 
We are now working through all of the submitted feedback in line with the process we have discussed 
at previous meetings of the LLG. We will be assessing all of the points raised and taking them into our 
design review and scheme development process. This is important work that will take some time.  
 
It is our intention to share the key themes arising from Phase Two consultation with the LLG when 
that work has been further progressed.  
 
We continue to work towards the submission of our DCO application in the summer.  
 
As always, please let us know if you have any questions about the process. We will be in touch again 
shortly to keep you informed on the analysis of the feedback and our next steps as we prepare to 
submit the DCO application.  
 
Kind regards  
 
Ben  
 
On behalf of Rail Central 
 
 

 
 
May 2018: May update – 30/05/18 
 
 
Dear all  
  
I’m writing to keep you informed on progress with Rail Central as part of our regular updates for 
participants in the LLG. 



  
Phase Two consultation for Rail Central closed on 23 April and we’re currently carefully considering 
and reporting on all feedback received from the consultation process.  Thank you to all those who 
participated in the consultation through attending exhibitions, sharing information about the 
consultation and providing feedback. 
  
Together with our analysis of the feedback, we’re reviewing all of the technical work to refine the 
scheme ahead of submission.   
  
We continue to work towards the submission of our DCO application later this summer.  
   
Before we submit the DCO application, we are planning to hold the next LLG meeting in mid-July.   
  
This session will focus on the key themes and issues raised during Phase Two consultation and 
provide an update to the group on how we’ve evolved the scheme. 
  
We will be in touch in a couple of weeks to confirm the date of the LLG meeting. 
 
Kind regards  
 
Ben  
 
On behalf of Rail Central 
 
 
 

 
 
June 2018: LLG - invitation to July meeting – 20/06/18 
 
 
Dear all 
  
We wrote on 30 May to update you on the progress of our DCO application and to indicate that we 
would be holding the next meeting of the LLG in mid-July. 
  
This is to confirm the date for the next meeting and invite you to attend in the usual way. 
  
The meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 17 July and will be at The Walnut Tree Inn, Blisworth, 
starting at 6.15pm (anticipated to close by 8pm). 
  
At the meeting, we will provide an update on our work since the Phase Two consultation and public 
exhibitions and explain how we have evolved the scheme design in line with feedback and other 
technical inputs. 
  
I would be grateful if you could RSVP and let us know if you will be attending the meeting in the 
established way – please can I ask you to let us know by 6pm on Thursday 12 July (to assist with 
logistics). 
  
Also, as part of our technical work and assessments, and in response to engagement with the local 
community and other consultees, we are also proposing a number of minor amendments and 
refinements to the plans.  We will be publishing these in a targeted phase of Localised Consultation in 
the coming week which will explain these changes and how to give feedback.  We will send you, as 
participants in the LLG, a specific e-mail on this within the next week.  Any feedback we receive 
through this further phase of consultation will also be considered before we finalise the plans and 
submit the DCO application in late summer. 
  
Kind regards 
  
Ben 



  
On behalf of Rail Central  
 
 
 

 
 
June 2018: LLG - Phase 2a Localised Consultation – 25/06/18 
 
 
Dear all 
 
I am writing to you in your capacity as members of the Local Liaison Group to make you aware of a 
round of consultation we launched today (25 June) which is focused on recent amendments and 
refinements to the plans.   
 
Further details are provided below for your reference. 
 
Following the close of Phase 2 Consultation, the development proposals have been amended and 
refined in response to feedback and the findings of recent technical work. A number of these changes 
respond to opportunities to minimise adverse impacts from the proposed development.  In 
accordance with the Government’s guidance on pre-application consultation process, we are 
undertaking proportionate further localised consultation in relation to the amendments and 
refinements of the proposed development. The localised consultation is being undertaken on a basis 
that is proportionate to the proposed changes and consultation is now taking place with potentially 
affected parties.  This phase of Localised Consultation is taking place between 25 June 2018 and 
11.59pm on 23 July 2018. 
 
The changes have been introduced to improve flexibility in the development, support the overall 
deliverability of the project and reduce certain impacts in response to consultation.  The updated 
materials for consultation have been published in a plans pack which is available on the project 
website via this link: http://www.railcentral.com/project-library/phase-two-a-localised-consultation/, or 
hard copies are available on request from us.  A feedback form has also been published and is 
available here: http://www.railcentral.com/get-involved/feedback-form/. 
 
Please note that the consultation is focused solely on this set of latest amendments and comments 
should relate to these changes only. Feedback on any other aspects of the proposals may not be 
considered as part of this consultation. 
 
Any response or representation in respect of the Localised Consultation must be received by no later 
than 11.59pm on 23 July 2018. 

 
You can respond to the consultation in the following ways: 
 

• Project website: www.railcentral.com includes the plans pack detailed above and other 
project information.  An online feedback form is also available on the website; 

• Project email address: railcentral@camargue.uk can be used to submit feedback; 

• Freepost: the dedicated project freepost address (FREEPOST Rail Central) can be used to 
request further information, ask questions or submit feedback. 

 
Kind regards 
  
Ben 
  
On behalf of Rail Central  
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.railcentral.com/project-library/phase-two-a-localised-consultation/
http://www.railcentral.com/get-involved/feedback-form/
http://www.railcentral.com/
mailto:railcentral@camargue.uk


July 2018: LLG - agenda for Tues 17 July meeting - starting at 6.15pm – 10/07/18 
 
 
Dear all 
 
This is to update ahead of the LLG meeting which is taking place on Tuesday 17 July at The 
Walnut Tree Inn, Blisworth, starting at 6.15pm. 
 
Thankyou to those of you who have kindly RSVP-ed – if you have yet to do so, please can I ask you 
to let us know by 6pm on Thursday 12 July (to assist with logistics). 
 
An Agenda for the sessions is attached. 
 
The meeting is structured to enable both an update on scheme design and development since the 
LLG last met and a substantial amount of time for Q&A. 
 
We will look to start promptly at 6.15pm and close the meeting by 8.00pm. 
 
Many thanks and do please let us know if your organisation will be represented at the LLG (if you 
haven’t done so already). 
 
Kind regards 
 
Ben 
 
On behalf of Rail Central  
 
 
Enc: Agenda for 17 July 2018 LLG 
 
 
 

 
 
July 2018: LLG meeting – 17/07/18 
 
 

 
 
July 2018: LLG - summary note of Tues 17 July meeting – 24/07/18 
 
 
Dear All 
 
Thank you to those of you who attended the LLG meeting last week (Tuesday 17 July). 
 
Attached here is a summary note of the meeting including the main points from discussion and 
actions resulting.  
 
The slides from the update presentation given in the meeting are now available on the Rail Central 
website and you can see them here: 
http://www.railcentral.com/site/assets/files/2490/rail_central_17_july_2018_llg_presentation_final.pdf  
 
As discussed, we'll continue to keep the LLG updated and will send regular emailed updates in the 
established way.  
 
We will invite feedback about the format and continuation of the LLG following submission of the DCO 
application later this summer.  
 

http://www.railcentral.com/site/assets/files/2490/rail_central_17_july_2018_llg_presentation_final.pdf


While updating, this is also to confirm that the Phase 2a Localised Consultation closed yesterday 
(Monday 23 July). As per our previous updates, the Phase 2a Localised Consultation provided an 
additional opportunity for further feedback on specific changes that have been made to elements of 
the scheme design noted in the published material.  Details on the outcome of this consultation will be 
published in the Consultation Report, as submitted with the DCO application.  
 
Thank you again for your continued participation in the LLG.  
 
Kind regards  
 
Ben  
 
On behalf of Rail Central  
 
 
Enc: LLG No 7 summary note issued 20180724 
 
 
 

 
 
July 2018: LLG update - Summer 2018 community newsletter – 31/07/18 
 
Dear All 
 
I’m writing with a copy of our latest community newsletter, which has been published on our project 
website this afternoon and will be distributed to local homes and businesses in the consultation zone 
over the coming days. 
 
In this newsletter, we provide a summary of the main feedback themes from Phase Two Consultation 
and provide a synopsis of the recent changes we announced through the Phase 2a Localised 
Consultation.  We also provide an update on our timescales – confirming our intention to submit in 
late summer. 
 
We will continue to keep you informed and will provide a further update in August, in line with our 
established format. 
 
The newsletter is available in a higher resolution on the Project Library page of the Rail Central 
website: http://www.railcentral.com/project-library/  

 
Kind regards 
 
Will 
 
On behalf of Rail Central 
 
 

 
 
August 2018: LLG August update - 31/08/18 
 
All  
  
This is to keep you informed on the progress of the Rail Central Development Consent Order 
application and, as we discussed at the July LLG meeting, keep everyone briefed on next steps. 
  
In the July meeting, we outlined the work we have been doing in response to the Phase Two 
consultation and the further completion of technical work and studies. 
  

http://www.railcentral.com/project-library/


We indicated that the intention was to submit the Development Consent Order application in late 
summer – we are currently finalising our draft material and intend to submit within the next few weeks. 
  
As per our note of 24 July, the slides from the July LLG meeting are available on the project website 
at: 
http://www.railcentral.com/site/assets/files/2505/rail_central_17_july_2018_llg_presentation_final.pdf  
  
We will be confirming to the LLG when we submit, keeping you informed and letting you know what 
happens next. 
  
At last month’s LLG meeting, a number of questions and points were raised.  These included a 
request for additional visualisations of the changes to bunding and landscaping – we talked about 
how we have adjusted the designs to provide increased screening and we are preparing an updated 
plans pack, which we will share with the LLG shortly and publish on the website. 
  
We are also in the process of responding, or have responded directly, to individuals who have raised 
specific points with us. 
  
Since the July meeting, we have completed and closed our Phase 2a Localised Consultation (the 
Phase 2a Localised Consultation was reported to the LLG in my note of 25 June). This Localised 
Consultation took place between 25 June 2018 and 23 July 2018.  We received a number of 
responses and are grateful to those who participated.  Those responses, as with others, are feeding 
into our Consultation Report which will be part of the application material. 
  
As confirmed at last month’s meeting – and following submission of the DCO application – we will 
also seek further feedback from participants in the LLG on the potential future structure and operation 
of the LLG post submission. 
  
Kind regards 
  
Ben 
  
On behalf of Rail Central  
 

http://www.railcentral.com/site/assets/files/2505/rail_central_17_july_2018_llg_presentation_final.pdf

